[Radioimmunoscintigraphy with a 99mTc-labeled F(ab')2 fragment of a monoclonal antibody (HMW-MAA 225.28S) in 71 patients with malignant melanoma].
In 71 patients with malignant melanoma 85 radioimmunoscintigraphies (RIS) with 99mTc-radiolabeled F(ab')2 fragments of a murine monoclonal antibody have been performed. The antibody is specific for an epitope of the HMW-MAA glycoprotein complex which is present in 90% of melanoma tissue samples. Sensitivity for RIS was 79% (73 metastatic sites out of a total of 92). 20 previously unknown lesions were found and there were also 2 false positives. Conventional staging procedures alone revealed 78% of the metastatic sites (72 of 92). No side effects were observed. RIS was especially useful for detection of lymph node metastases not found by conventional methods and is therefore considered complementary to conventional preoperative staging procedures.